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The mission of the Office of the 
Secretary of State is to exceed the 
expectations of our customers, the 

taxpayers, by operating at the 
highest levels of accuracy, cost-

effectiveness, and accountability 
in a customer-centered 

environment. 
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Business Services Division  
Contact Information 

 

Tre Hargett, Secretary of State 

tre.hargett@tn.gov 

615-741-2819 

 

Matt Bailey, Special Projects Manager 

matt.bailey@tn.gov 

615-253-1835 

 

Motor Vehicle Temporary Lien Section 

TNSOS.MVTL@tn.gov 

615-741-0529 
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What is a Motor Vehicle Temporary Lien 
(MVTL)? 

As of November 1, 2014 page 1 of 2 

 
 
 

• T.C.A. § 55-3-126(f)(1) 
 
 

• When a manufacturer's statement of origin or an 
existing certificate of title on a motor vehicle is 
unavailable, a first lienholder or the first lienholder's 
designee may file an application for motor vehicle 
temporary lien with the secretary of state. The filing 
fee for each application for motor vehicle temporary 
lien is ten dollars ($10.00). The filing of an 
application for motor vehicle temporary lien shall 
constitute constructive notice of the lien against the 
motor vehicle as described to creditors of the owner, 
subsequent purchasers and encumbrancers, except 
liens as are by law dependent upon possession. 
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What is a Motor Vehicle Temporary 

Lien (MVTL)? page 2 of 2 

  

• A temporary recording of a lien on a motor 
vehicle prior to the issuance of the 
permanent certificate of title evidencing the 
lien. 

 

• Perfection of the temporary lien occurs 
when the application and required fee is 
filed with the secretary of state’s office. 
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Coming Changes and Updates page 1 of 2 

Effective November 2014 

 

• Ability to file MVTL applications online. This 
will give the lienholder the ability to  secure its 
interest in the vehicle before the vehicle 
leaves the dealership. 
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Coming Changes and Updates  
(cont.) page 2 of 2 

 

• Underlying notarized security agreements or 
bills of sale will no longer be required or 
accepted for secretary of state’s office records. 

 

• Payment vouchers will no longer be issued. 

– Existing vouchers will be accepted 6 months from 
the date of issuance. 
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How to record an Application for 
Motor Vehicle Temporary Lien page 1 of 2 

 

A completed Motor Vehicle Temporary 
Lien Application (form SS-4258) 

 

Payment of the $10.00 filing fee (checks 
made payable to Tennessee Secretary of 
State) 
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How to record an Application for 
Motor Vehicle Temporary Lien (cont.) 

page 2 of 2 

 

Payment of the filing fee using an e-check, 
credit card, or debit card 
• Total $11.25; of which $10.00 is the filing fee and 

$1.25 convenience fee. 

 

• The convenience fee covers the cost incurred by 
the Secretary of State in offering the online filing 
services to our customers. It covers credit card 
fees and other transaction costs. 
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MVTL form 
• Required Information: 

– Name and address of each debtor 
 
– Name and address of the lienholder 

 
– Vehicle identification number of the motor vehicle 
 
– Date security agreement document was executed 

 
– The name, address and telephone number of the submitter 

 
– The person and address to whom the acknowledgement of filing 

should be sent 
 

– Checked certification boxes  
 

– Signature of lienholder or its designee 
 
– Filing fee 10 



MVTL form (form ss-4258) 
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MVTL form (form ss-4258) 
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MVTL Acknowledgement Letter  
(current) 
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MVTL Acknowledgement Letter 
As of November 1, 2014 
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When does a Motor Vehicle 
Temporary Lien terminate? 

• A temporary lien properly filed with the 
Business Services Division automatically 
terminates after 180 days or upon being 
otherwise perfected, whichever occurs 
first.  

• After 270 days, the temporary lien 
records and documents are purged from 
the filing system and destroyed. 
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New Forms  
and  

Online Services 
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New Forms and Online Services page 1 of 

13 
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New Forms and Online Services page 2 of 

13 
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New Forms and Online Services page 3 of 13 

19 



Forms and Online Services page 4 of 13 
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Forms and Online Services page 5 of 13 

21 



Forms and Online Services page 6 of 13 
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New Forms and Online Services page 7 of 13 

23 



New Forms and Online Services page 8 of 13 
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New Forms and Online Services page 9 of 

13 
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New Forms and Online Services page 10 of 13 
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New Forms and Online Services page 11 of 13 
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New Forms and Online Services page 12 of 13 
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New Forms and Online Services page 13 of 13 
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Submission Pending 

30 



Motor Vehicle Temporary Lien Section 

 
Tennessee Secretary of State 

Business Services Division 
MVTL Section 

6th Floor, Snodgrass Tower  
312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue  

Nashville, TN 37243  
 

TNSOS.MVTL@tn.gov 
615-741-0529 
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